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P NV E F A E 


T HE public is here 1 with tzvo Dir 
courſes, which make part of a Colletion | 

of moral Entertainments become now as rare, 

as it is valuable. The fir ft exhibits the grounds 

o» the Catholic Devotion to the Bleſſed Virgin 

Mary. The ſecond, in a well digeſted degree, 

} points out the practical part of this Devotion. 

The Author is the learned and judicious Mr. 

Robert Manning, whoſe flile is univerſally. | 

allowed to be as ſolid as it is pious, and there- | 

fore far remote from what is now ſo much 

dreaded, the ſpirit of Bigotry. If it ſhould 

be afted why the above two ſubjefs, and only 

theſe two, are fingled out for a freſh publication, 

tit may be anfeered, that whilft other religi- 

ous matters are both ably and confiantly treated, 

| #heje beo are the only which of late years 

feen to have eſcaped the attention both of 

J the pulpit aud the preſs. How this kind of omiſe 

Fon has come to ſlide into this part of the 

 Chriftion World, the Editor will not pretend 

to inveſtigate; nor will he venture to profes. 


4 moſt ate the probable boſs which the piet 7 f 
y 1772 | | A 2 | 


uv 7 be Preface. 


the faithful might ſuſtain from a longer ariel 
Tion f knowledge in this regard. If an apo- 
logy is. expecte from him for offering here to 
revive it, he can only beg leave to profeſs, that 
the unanimous doctrine and practice of the 
Saints and holy Fathers have long fince led 
him into a conviction, that in point 177 a devo- 
tion to the Mother of Feſus Chrift, real defetts 
are far more 10 be feared than real exceſſes. || 
| To guard againſt both is the objeet of true wife 
aom, as it is that of the following ſheets, 
May the unction of the Divine Spirit, through 
the interceſſion of the Bleſſed Virgin, penetrate 
the pearls . a as . read them, ee MY 
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Of Devotion to the Bleſſed Virgin. |; 


Ha full Y, graze, the Lord is with thee. 
"Lacks 3+ 3h nana 


AHESE fared Words,” herewith 

the Bl:fed Virgin was. faluted by 

the Angel Gabriel, contain the 9 4 65 mu 
grounds of that devotion, which 

Church has always paid her: for tholigh 


we pay a proportionable degree of honor 


to all God's Saints, and implore the af- 


fiſtance af their prayers, yet the Mother 
of God is juſtly honoured with peculiar 
marks of diſtinction; and the great 


number of ſolemn days, ſet apart , per- 


petuate the memory of favours 'beftowed 
upon her by Almighty God, ate a con- 


vincing proof, that the ChuscH 18 under 


a more than ordinary folicitude to en- 
courage and promote the devation of the 


faithful to her: nor can it be doubted, 


bur that they who perform this devotion 


according to the true ſpirit and intention 


4 of the Church, will reap the fruit of it 


in a continual improrement in ſolid vir- 
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tue. The: ſubject then of FEE W 
ſhall be to ſet forth the principal | grounds 
of this deyotion ; that! is, the proper mo- 
tives to encourage us to it. 

To prevent all miſtakes relatin to 
this matter, we muſt lay it down as an 
| vndoubted maxim of faith, that what- 
ever excellences we attribute to the 
. Virgin, or whatever terms we make 

of to expreſs the eſteem and reſpect 
we have for 55 we muſt regard her no 
otherwiſe than as a pure creature; and, by 
| conſequence infinitely below God, de- 
pending on him, and indebted to him for 
all the gifts of nature and grace ſhe poſ- 
ſefled in this life, and the eminent degree 
of glory to which ſhe is exalted in heaven. 
7 So that c our. devotion to the bleſſed Virgin, 
like that to other Saints, is a relative bo- 
nour; redounding effectually upon, and 
terminating wholly in God. In honour- 
ing her, we honour God much more; 
and praiſing and admiring her eminent 
virtues, we only proclaim the infinite 
power and bounties of her divine Maker, 
who could enrich a pure creature with 
ſuch excellent g gifts. 

And in this we conform enn ex- 
actly to the humble ſentiments ſhe had 
of herſelf and T9 literally her pro- 

JE ae _  pheey 


to the bleſſed Virgin. . 7 


* phecy delivered in theſe words: for behold | 
18 5 generations ſhall call me bleſſe d; bec auſe he 


2000 is powerful has done great things t0 Mee 
By which words, the honour and devo- 


tion which the catholic Church has paid 


beer throughout all ages down to this 


time, and will continue to pay her to the. 


end of the world, is preciſely marked 


out to us. But ſhe ſays not that this 
honour ſhall be paid her for any thing ſhe 


has of herſelf ; but becauſe he 2vb0 is Powers 
ful has done e things to her : that is, 
has beſtowe 


of Tho prophecy would not be fulfilled, 


if the Church, in honouring the Bleſſed 


Virgin, meant any thing elſe, but to hon- 
our God's bleſſings in her. Whoever 
goes beyond this, or pretends to raiſe her 
above the rank of a pure creature, and ſet 


her upon the level with her Son, is guilty. 


of impiety and blaſphemy ; and falls into 
the hereſy of the Collyridians, a mad ſect 
of bigotted women of Thrace; who are 
R reckoned amongſt the number of ancient 
® heretics by St. Epiphanius, for worſhip- 
ping the bleſſed Virgin as a kind of God- 


2 deſs, and aſſuming to themſelves the prieſt- 


ly character in offering ſacriſice to her: 


for this, I fay, they are condemned by 
F | 15 | a SE 


upon her gifts and bleſſings | 
ſurpaſſing all human power: Which part 
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* bh 0 Devorion 
St.  Epiphianis, as guilty of an impious, 


extravagant, and facrilegious devotion ; 
and not barely for invoking the bleſſed Vir- 


gin, as will appear manifeſt to any man, 
that will but give himfelf the trouble to 

read St. Epiphanius upon this ſubject. | 
Lib. 3 3. Tom. 3. Hereſt 78. —_— 8 


This therefore is the doctrine of the 


eatholic Church, v2. that the bleſſed Vir. 
in is a pure creature; that ſic is to be hon- 


eured no otherwiſe than as ſuch; or, as 


St. Epiphanius expreſſes it, non ara modum 


& decorem, not beyond the bounds of 
moderation and decency. F inally, that it is 
ſacrilege and idolatry to offer ſacrifice 
to her, orto pay her that worfhip, which 


is due to God alone. But tho' ſhe be a 
pure creature, we may ſafely ſay ſhe is 


the moſt excellent that ever was created: 


and this ſuffices abundantly to juſtify the 


titles and honovrs decreed her by the 


Church, and all thoſe pompous elogiums 
of her tranſmitted to us in the writings 
of the holy Fathers. I ſhould run out 
into an exceffive length, if I ſhould tran- 


 feribe any conſiderable part of them: I 
will therefore content myſelf with one 
out of St. 7% Chryjo Nom, delivered in 


theſe words. 
| © The ever ff Virgin Mary, ſays he, 
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ſurpaſſes in greatneſs both heaven and 
AN What. was over more pure and 
holy? Nei ther prophets nor martyrs, 
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to the bleſſed Virgin. 9 


is furely a great miracle : for, what has 
ever been, or ever will be greater or 
more excellent. than ſhe? She alone 


nor patriarchs, nor angels, nor thrones, 
nor powers, nor - ſeraphims, nor any 


thing amongſt creatures, whether viſt- 
© ble or inviſible, . can be found greater 
or more excellent than ſhe is: ſhe is 
both handmaid and mother of God; 
<© bath mother and virgin. She is mo- 
ther of him, who was begotten. of the 


Father before all beginzing; whom 
angels and men vn. to be the Lord of 


how: far 3 Hie Ad in Mary ſurpaſſes the 
heavenly powers? They ſtand before 
the throne with fear and trembling, 
and covering their faces; but ſhe pre- 
ſents mankind to him whom ſhe begot; 
and it is thro? her we obtain the pardon 

of our fins,” 


This is St Chryfton's den of the 


Bleſſed Virgin; which he conchides with 
this prayer to her. 


„ Wherefore, hail, Firgin; and 2 


40 
2 | £6 - 


ther ; the honour, glory, and pillar of the: 


Chureds pray contigually for us to 
N. 2 Jeſus 


= O Devotion 


6. Jeſu Chriſt your Son, and our Lord; 


c that thro” cher we may find mercy in 


the day of judgment, and obtain thoſe 


«© bleflings which are laid up for thoſe 


* who love God, by the grace and 


8 bounty of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 


Here we ſee this great Saint and chani- 


| pion of the catholic faith, fi, makes the 
panegyric of the bleſſed. Virgin in ſuch 
lofty terms; that if any one ſhould do the 


ſame now, he would perhaps be accuſed 
of over ſtraining his matter; and, ſecon,dl- 
y, moved with the confi deration of her 
ſuperior excellencies above all other crea- 
tures, and excited thereby to a confi- 


dence in her holy interceſſion, he hum- 
bly begs of her to pray for him to her 
Son, that he may obtain the” *blefings _ up | 


for thoſe tho love God. 

Whence it follows, that as playing to 
che bleſſed Virgin was the devotion and 
practice of the Church in his time; ſo 
by his faying that it is thro” her we ob- 
lain the pardon of our ſins, and again, that 
thro' her wwe may find mercy in the day of j udg- 


ment, he only means, thro? her interceſſion ; 
to which her eminent holineſs and merits 


give doubtleſs a great efficacy and weight : 
for it has always been the undoubted 
9 of the Church, firk, that Feſts 
Cori 


70 the bleſſed Virgin. 11 


Chriſt is the only. mediator of redemption 3 . 
1 ondly, that he alone has immediate acceſs 


F to God without the mediation of any o- 
4 ther; and that, by conſequence, the 
prayers of Saints and Angels in heaven as 


well as of the faithful on earth, are all 


offered up thro? the mediation of Jeſus 


Cbriſt; and, thirdly, that there is no fal- 
vation but thro' him ; according to that 
ſolemn declaration of St. Peter, before 
the prieſts and princes of the Fews, Acts 


IV. there is no ſalvation in any other; nor is 


there any other name under heaven given lo men, 


is robich they can be ſaved: ſo that the lic 


fed Virgin, in her now glorious ſtate in 
heaven has no other part in the ſalvation 
of men, but that of begging and interceding 
for them. Chrift. alone is the propitiation 
for our fins; he alone 1s our mediator of re- 
conciliation or redemption ; becauſe he alone 
has paid our ranſom. The Bleſſed Virgin 
aſpires to no ſuch honour; but being 


F placed before the throne at the head of 


all the Saints and Angels, preſents our 
petitions to God, and joins her prayers 


| with ours, to ds them acceptable to 
him: this is the part ſhe now acts in the 
; falvation of men; this is the ground of 


our truſt and confidence in her ; and we 
ſhall find our hopes built "ou a very ſo- 
IE 5 lid 
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- kd 3 if we but conſider the ex- 
traordinary favours beſtowed upon her by 


as the Pe Firgin was ee from 


Almighty God in this life, and the emi- 


; nent rank ſhe NOW holds in heaven. 


The fr/t extraordinary grace then be- 


| flowed upory her was, her being elected 


from all eternity, to be the Mother of God; 
a dignity of ſo high a rank, that nothing 


in this world ever approached near it: 


for by virtue of this election ſhe was 
choſen to be next after Chriſt, the princi- 
al inſtrument of man's redemption: by 


virtue of the ſame ſhe was choſen to be, ; 
by the neareſt relation a pure creature 1s 


capable of, the immaculate Spouſe of 
God the Father, viz. in becoming truly 8 
the Mother of him in time, who was be- 
rotten of the Father from all eternity : 
hence alſo this great title of © xeen of Hea- 
den, wherewith the Church ſalutes her, 
became due to her; and by this title, 


we may conceive her as much above the 


Angels and Saints, as a Queen is above 
her ſubjects upon earth : but fince the 
rank allotted to each one in heaven is 
anſwerable to the degree he has of purity 
and holineſs; becauſe glory is the re- 
ward of virtue and merit ; it follows, that 


all 


— 


10 the bleſſed Piepin. - 


all eternity, to be the Mother of God, and 
Queen of Heaven; ſo God took care to fit 
her for that eminent dignity, by enrich- 
ing her ſoul with the moſt exquiſite trea- 


ſures of grace and virtues, that ever were 


2% beſtowed on any pure creature. | 
| Hence flows the /ecvond extraordinary 
} favour beſtowed upon her, viz. her being 

ſanctiſied in the womb of her mother, in 


the very moment of her conception : for 
which reaſon, ſhe is the only Saint upon 
earth, whole conception as well as nativity 
is ſolemnized in the Church by a parti- 
cular feaſt ; becauſe holidays are inſtitut- 
ed only in honour of perſons, ſuppoſed 


to be in the ſtate of grace, at the time to 


which thoſe feaſts have a relation. 
 Whence alſo flows a Third extraordi- 


nary favour, vis. her having been pre- 
ſerved throughout the whole courſe of 
her life from all ſpot or ſtain of actual . 
® Her reaſon was never obſcured by any 
| paſſion; but being always perfectly Fd 
ject to God, her bd was likewiſe per- 


tectly ſubject to her reafon : She no ſooner 
knew her divine Creator by faith, but her 


will inflamed with charity, broke forth 


into acts of praiſe and adoration of him + 


we may truly ſay, her heart took fire in 
nun inſtant; becauſe the grace of God 
| B 5 9 
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found no reſiſtance in it: and as the grace 
of God increaſed in her ſoul without in- 
termiſſion, becauſe the never ceaſed to 
£0-eperate with it; ſo all virtues, and 
principally a moſt ardent love of God re- 


ceived proportionably their gradual im- 


provement, and went on increaſing, dur- 
ing the whole courſe of her life: her pu— 
rity both ef mind and body was perfectlx 
angelical.: her conformity to the will f 
God, and obedience to all his holy in- 
Apirations, was equal to the love ſhe had 
for him; and her charity for her neigh- 
bour, being kindled and continually 


nouriſhed by the ſame fire of divine love, 


was inferiour only to that which no crea- || 
ture canattain to, and can be attributed but 


to God alone: ſo that we may truly ſay, 


that tho” all mankind be created to the | 
image and likeneſs of God, the ſoul 'of the 
bleſſed Virgin, next to the ſacred humanity | 
of Chriſt, had the moſt perfect reſem- 


blance of him, and came up neareſt to the 


divine original, tho Mall infinitely inferi- 


our to it. © 
But tho! all theſe virtues were poſſeſſed 
by her in ſo eminent a degree, it was her 


admirable humility that gave them their 


reateſt beauty and luſtre : this was pro- 
perly her Favourite and — vir- | 


boo the bleſſed Virgin. 1 5 
tue, which raiſed her above all others; and 
rendered her ſo highly acceptable to 
God: this was the baſis and foundation 
of alt her greatneſs; for ſhe was truly 
great in the eyes of God, becauſe ſhe ap- 
peared as nothing in her own ; ; that large 
profuſion of the divine bounties on her 
never furpriſed her into the leaſt thought 
of vanity ; becauſe the higher ſhe was 


| J} «exalted by God, the lower ſhe ſunk down 


into the conſideration of her own ͤ no- 
thing; never aſſuming to herſelf the leaſt 
part of the glory that was due to God 
alone, but returning it all back to its pro- 
per ſource: ſo that her humility was nor 
only the nurſe and guardian of all her 
other virtues, but a perpetual ſource of 
gratitude, adoration, praiſe, and thankſ- 
giving to her bountiful bene factor. 
It was thus the bleſſed Virgin was pre- 
pared and fitted by the hands of God 
himſelf for the high dignity of being 
} the mother of the Redeemer of the world ; 
and here ſhe: received a fourth extraordi- 
nary and ſingular grace; I mean, her be- 
ing overfhadowed by the power and vir- 
tue of the Holy Ghoſt; and ſo remaining 
a pure virgin, at the Runte time that ſhe 
became the true and natural mother ot 


God: by virtue of which. grace or privi- 
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lege, ſhe was alſo exempted from the 


curſe laid upon Eve, and her whole ſex, | 


of bringing forth in pain; for as ſhe con- 
ceived by the pufe virtue of the divine 
Spirit, ſo ſhe brought forth without the 
leaſt violation of her virginal integrity; 
tho' her humility was ſuch, that ſhe choſe 
to paſs her whole Hfe-time for no other 
than an ordinary married woman: and 
therefore, to leave the world in this mean 
opinion of her, ſhe paid an exact obedi- 
ence to the law of Moſes, by ſubmitting 
herſelf to the ceremony of being purified ; 
which, in the eyes of the world, ſuppoſed 
her having been defiled. But what is 
moſt ſtupendous, and ſurpaſſes all the 
examples of humility, that ever have been 
practiſed by any pure creature, rather 
than reveal a ſecret, the diſcovery where- 
of would have been ſo gloriovs for her, 
' ſhe ſuffered her virtue to be ſuſpected by 
the perſon the deareſt to her upon earth; 
till God himſelf vindicated her no- 
cence, by revealing to St. Joſeph the 
whole myſtery of the incarnation, and the 
part his bleſſed Spouſe had in it. 

I paſs over the teſt of her life, whereof 
| thirty years were ſpent in the bleſſed 
company of Jeſus; and all paſſed in an 
| uninterrupted practice of the fublimeſt 
virtues, 


— 


70 the bleſſed Vi mu 


virtues, and a.continual increaſe of grace 


and merits ; till God was pleaſed to crown © 


them with the laſt ſingular favour, E 
mean, that of her glorious FOI into 


heaven; where ſhe. is eren ſeated, as I. 


may ſay, neareſt to the perſal of her dear 


Son, honoured by Andes and Saints as 
their Queen; and cheriſhed by God, an- 
#7 ſwerably to the love ſhe bore him, al ; 


the faithful obedience ſhe paid him 
during the whole courſe of her life: ſo that 
her prerogative of glory is now as fingular, . 


as were thoſe of grace before her diſſolution. 


Now, is there not here encouragement 
enough to pay a particular devotion to 


the bleſſed Virgin, and repoſe an entire 


truſt and confidence in her interceſſion ?- 
Has ſhe not all the conditions requiſite to - 
qualify her. for the office of an interceſ- - 
for ? Does ſhe want either zb to aſk, or 
Power to obtain for us of Almighty God 
whatever helps we ſtand inneed of ? To 
doubt of her ci, is to queſtion her 
charity; which being a virtue, that not 
only remains, but is improved and per- 
fected in heaven; we cannot doubt but 
her zeal for the good of ſouls is far 
greater now than when ſhe was yet on 


carth: her ſoul burned then with charity 


for her neighbour, becauſe ſhe loved God 
with her whole heart; and ſince that love 
B : - 
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18 .Of- Devotion. 
8 . more ardent now that ſhe ſees God 


face to face; it follows that her charity 


for mankind, and zeal for the ſalvation of 
ſouls, is now alſo proportionably greater: 


and therefore the Church ſtiles her the 
Mother of Mercy: not only becauſe he, who 


is eſſentially goodneſs and mercy, is the ſa- 


cred fruit of her womb; but alſo becauſe 
ſhe has the tendergels and merciful 


bowels of a mother for us. She regards 
us all as her children, becauſe by the 


grace of baptiſm, we are the adoptive ſons 
of God, and brothers of Jeſus Chrift. She 
loves the juſt, becauſe they are conforma- 
ble to the image of her Son; and ſhe 
compaſſionates ſinners, becauſe they are 
redeemed with his ſacred blood: ſo that 


all may find a merciful mother in her, 
and one ready to intereſt herſelf. in their 
behalf, and preſent their petitions to the 


Giver of all good gifts. 
Therefore we cannot queſtion her 


good will to perform this charitable 


office for us; much lefs can we doubt 
of her power. Her charity alone ſecures 
us of her readineſs to intercede for us; 
but all her virtues, by which ſhe was ſo 


eminently acceptable to God, plead for 
the efficacy of her interceſfon. For if 
St. ones exhorts us to pray tor one ano- 


ther, 


* 


to the bleſjed 7 gill. : 19 
ther, becauſe, ſays he, the affi duohs prayer of 


the juft avails very much, (v. 16.) and that 


even in this life, whilſt we are yet ſubject 


to many tailings ; ; how powerful then and 
efficacious in our behalf, muſt be the in- 
terceſſion of a perſon, who never offended 


God by the leaſt thought, word or deed, 


during the whole courſe of her life, and 
is now in the higheſt degree of favour in 


the court of heaven? Nay, may we not 
juſtly look upon all thoſe ſingular and ex- 


traordinary graces, which God beſtowed 


upon her in this life, as ſo many aſſured 


pledges that he will refuſe her nothing, 


now ſhe is triumphant with him in glory; 2 


where thoſe virtues, which deſerved ſs: 


high a degree of favour upon earth, have 
now received their full accompliſhment 


and perfection; and, by conſequence, 
have rendered her fill more a pan to 


him? 


Suppoſe that in the moment of her 
triumphant entrance into glory, (Which, 


after the aſcenſion of Chriſt, was the moſt 
ſolemn feaſt, that ever was celebrated in 


the court of heaven ) ſuppoſe, I ſay, that 


in that moment ſhe had aſked-grace for 
any finner, can we think that God would 
have denied her requeſt? And, has ſhe 


not the lame intereſt. and power now, as 
| the 
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ſhe had then ? Is ſhe not in the ſame de- 
gree of favour, and will ſhe not be ſo for 

all eternity; For we muſt not fancy, as 

if favour had its viciffitudes in heaven, 
as it has in this world. All things are 

- ur and permanent in the ſtate of bliſs. |} 
Rewards and honours are diſtributed there 
according to the holineſs and merit f 
every one : and therefore, as the bleſſed 
Virgia will always ſurpaſs all Saints in ho- 
lineſs, ſo will ſhe always be moſt accept- 
able to God, and have the greateſt power 
with him. He will always honou her, 

as Queen of heaven; and Jeſus Chrift wil! 
always regard her as his mother, and of 
all creatures the deareſt to him. For 
which reaſon he has inſpired the Church 

to pay her extraordinary honours, and 
conſecrate ſeveral feſtival-days in memo- 

ry of her; becauſe he will have his fa- 
vours paſs, as it were thro' her hands; 

and render us ſenſible, that our petitions 

will never be more effectual, than when 

we prevail with her to undertake e 
preſenting of them to Almighty God, 
thro' the mediation of her dear Son. So RF 
that, the true and only reaſon of our {| 
 addreffing _ ourſelves ſo often to her | 
is, becauſe we have a greater confidence 

in her Prayers than in our own ; and in 
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to the blefſed Virgin. 
ſo doing, we do but juſtice both to her 
and to ourſelves. For we are miſerable 
finners ; and ſhe is a moſt glorious Saint: 
we are defiled with many crimes ; and ſhe 
is without ſpot or ſtain : we have deſerv- 
ed God's wrath, by ſo many repeated in- 
ſidelities towards him; ; and ſhe has ever 
been his faithful ſervant, and never of- 
fended him by the leaſt venial fin : and is 
ĩt not then juſt, that we ſhould hope for a 
more favourable acceptance of prayers, 
preſented by the holy and unſpotted 
hands of the immaculate mother of God, 
than when we ourſelves preſent them to. 
Almighty God? 5 
We read in the holy Scripture, that 
God commanded 70678 friends to go to 
him, and defire him to pray for them: 
becauſe God was angry with them, and 


would not have regarded their prayers, 
unlefs Fob had interceded for them. And 


ought not we then alſo, who in all like- 


lihood are upon no better terms with Al- 
mighty God, than Job's friends were; 

ought we not, 1 ſay, to endeavour to make 
an ĩntereſt with ſome powerful interceſſor, 
ſome ſelect friend of God, ſuch as the 
bleed Virgin is, to pray for us; leſt our 
own prayers ſhould be unacceptable to 
him? This certainly, is nat only ha 

| + 
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moſt pious and moſt humble, but the 
moſt effectual courſe we can take. For 
if, by a fincere devotion, and aſſiduous 
application to her, we can but render 
her our patronefs, and advocate to her 
Son; there is nothing we may not hope 
for from his mercy. We cannot put our 
eternal intereſt into better hands, than by 
engaging her to favour our. cauſe, who- 
has the greateſt power with him, from 
whom alone we mutt expect the relief of 
all our neceſſities in this life, and a ſhare 


In his eternal Joys hereafter. 


The Fifty-fourth Entertainment- 


The + fame ſubject „ 5 ſome | 
directions relating 8 


| Hail uf of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Luke 1. 28. KD 


HERE is no Hevidhichs ſo folid 
and well-grounded, but may be 
3 fruitleſs by our own fauit,— 


It will not therefore be 1mproper to 
youu 


to the bleſſed Virgin. 27 
give ſome directions relating to the 
devotion I have ſpoken of; which ſhall 
be the ſubject of this diſcourſe. 
I have ſometimes read in books, and 
heard in ſermons, that the true and ſolid 
devotion to the be Virgin conſiſts in 
the imitation of her virtues. I muſt own 
indeed, this is the moſt perfect, but I 
cannot think it to be the only devotion 
o her: for if it be the only true one, they 
who are not yet imitators of her virtues, 
are utterly excluded from having any part 
in the practice of this devotion: and yet 
theſe are the perſons, who ſtand moſt in 
need of being exhorted and encouraged to 
it; becauſe as they are further out of the 
way of ſalvation, they ſtand more in need 
of a ſpecial grace to bring them into it; 
and, by conſequence, of ſome powerful 
advocate near the throne of grace, to 
plead their cauſe, and intercede toy. 
them. 
It is certainly for this reaſon, that the 
Pleſſed Virgin, in the Litanies compoſed in 
honourof her, is ſtiled, the Refuge of Sin- 
ners: and how will this title be verified 
of her, if the juſt alone be allowed to be 
in the number of her votaries? How ð 
will finners find a refuge in her, if they 
are not to be encouraged to fly to = 5 
for 
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for ſanctuary, and put themſelves under 
ber protection? It is true, they are not 


yet imitators of her virtues : but, mult 
they deſpair of ever being ſo! > Muſt 
they not deſire, and endeavour to become, 
what as yet they are not? Now it 1s bya 

conſtant devotion to her, and daily im- 
ploring the aſſiſtance of her prayers, they 
muſt hope to be at laſt admitted into 
that happy number. . For which reaſon, 
inſtead of aſſerting, that our devotion to 


the bleſſed Virgin is tro conſiſt in the imita- 


tion of her virtues; it ſeems to me more 
proper to ſay, that the imitation of her 
virtues is the mark we ought to ſet be- 
fore us, and the end we ought to aim at, 
in our whole practice of devotion to hor: 


and therefore, we muſt make a large dif- 


ference between two ſorts of ſinners. 


The firft is of thoſe, who not only are 


ſinners, but ſeem reſolved to continue ſo: 
at leaſt, uſe no ſerious endeavours, nor 
diſcover any defire to be delivered from 
their ſinful ſtate. The ſecond is of thoſe, 


who are ſinners indeed, and as yet ſubject 


to many relapſes; yet are very fenfible 

of their unhappy condition, and deſire 
ſincerely to come out of it. 

Now as to the Vl, L have but lietle 

_ effcourage- 


if 
* EY 


70 the eſſe d Virgin. 2 
encouragement to give chem, notwi 


ſtanding any pretended devotion to ths S 
_ bleſſed Virgin, till there appears a fincere 


defire to correct their lives, and ſome fe- 


rious efforts at leaſt, towards the ee 


it in execution. For, if there be any ſo 
far miſled as to imagine they ſhall be 


ſaved by the interceſſion of the Bleed Pre 
gin without quitting their habits of fin, 


o they be but conſtant to certaĩn forms 
of devotion to her; I muſt afſure 
them their devotion is no better than 
a cheat; and will avail then juſt as 
48 much, as to ſay, Lord, Lord! hor 
ever intending to Len, his command- 


It is true, the 22 Virgin f is the rey uge 
of ſinners but not the encourager 
She is a ſanctuary for thoſe, who with 


contrite and humble hearts fly from God's 


juſtice to his mercy z but ſhe does not 


pretend to receive under her protection 


profeſſed and incorrigible rebels. Finally, 
ſhe does not refuſe to be the advocate of 
thoſe, who terrified with the number 
and enormity of their fins, m lore 
her interceſſion ; Provided they diſpoſe 


themſelves to deſerre this favour, by 


aiming at 4 ferious | change of life; : 
co . ich end, all their prayers and 
„„ devotions 
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e to 5 muſt be directed: * 
ſince this appears to be the diſpoſition of 
the ſecond ſort of ſinners mentioned by me; 
I cannot ſay enough to encourage them to 
continue their devotions to her; and 
hope well of the ſucceſs: for, whatever 
their ſins may be, ſince they have a ſin- 
eere deſire and intention to quit them, 
this diſpoſition cannot but come from 
God; and a conſtant practice of ſuch 
devotions as are approved of and recom- 
mended by the Church, cannot but be a 
powerful means to improve it by degrees, 
and bring it at laſt to the perfection they 
aim at; which they muſt always keep 
in view, that they may be always ad- 
vancing towards it: ſo that although 
they begin their devotions to the bleſſed 
Firgin in a ſtate very unconformable to 
her holineſs and purity ;_ yet they may 
hope, by the continuance of them, to be 
transformed into new creatures; and in 
the end, become conformable to her, 1 in 
the imitation of her virtues. 
This therefore is the great rule of all 
ſorts. of devotions; whether to the bleſſed 
Virgin or any other Saint: viz. whatever 
devotion is conducing to the amendment 
of our lives, and directed to that end, 
cannot but be ſolid, and aſia” 1 
. 0 


10 the bleſſed Virgin. 27 
God. But if on the contrary, any de vo- 
tion be thro' abuſe, made an encou- 
ragement to continue in fin, it ought to 
de regarded as a deluſion, or ſtratagem of 
the devil. And therefore, if there be 
any (as I can ſcarce think there are) who 
| promiſe ſalvation to chriſtians for the 
bare practice of certain external forms of 
devotion, tho” they ſhould run on in their 
| habits of fin, to their very laſt fickneſs z_ 
this is not the doctrine of the Church, 
but deteſted by her; which thereſore | 
ought not to hinder the faithful from 
practiſing any form of devotion not diſ- 
approved by the Church ; - becauſe they 
may profit by what is really good in it, if 
they be punctual in performing all the 
rules of it and depend no farther upon it, 
than as it is a means to obtain the grace 
of God to reſiſt fin, and to advance in 
virtue; for it is moſt certain, that as far 
as any devotion contributes to this end, 
and has an influence upon the leading a 
good life: ſo far it is to be recommend- 
ed: and juſt fo far, and no farther, a 


hope of ſalvation may be built Wwe the _ 


practice of it. 
Iwill now ſpeak briefly of the deug⸗ 
tion, againſt which no exception can be 
made. The fuft is, never to begin or 
. C2 end 
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r Devatins 
end the, day without 3 ourſelves 
under the protection of the bleſſed Virgin; 


by ſaying ſome ſhort prayer, in honour 
of, ker : for we muſt all regard her as our 


mother in Feſus Chriſt ; ; and therefore, as 


children aſk bleſſing of their parents 


regularly twice a day; ſo we muſt make it 
dux conſtant practice, not to let the morn- 


ing or evening paſs without having firſt 
obtained a bleſhng of her. The angelical 
ſalutation, the Office and Litanies com- 
poſed in honour of her, are to be prefer- 
ed to all other vocal devotions ; as being 


A the greateſt authority, and recom- 


mended by. the univerſal practice of the | 
Church. 5 


The nd | is a Aeon tas of 
: he feaſts ordained in bonour of her,— 


heſe are all ſolemn days in the Church, 


| and to be kept with a devotion anſwerable 


to the intention of their inſtitution. All 
thoſe then that have a zeal for her ho- 


pour, and aſpire to be in the number of | 


her true ſervants, muſt be eager to teſtify 


u on thoſe days, and diftinguifh them- 


felyes by a more than ordinary piety ; 
and particularly, by a worthy frequenta» 


tion of the holy Sacraments. For as 


thoſe who ſeek to inſinuate themſelves 


into the favour of any prince; beſides 


their 


70 the bleſſed Firgin. 28 
their making their daily court take care 
to appear before him on certain ſolemn 
days 1 in rich new cloaths; fo, if we will 
in the favour of the Queen of heaven, 
befides our daily devotions, we muſt not 
fail to make our court on her feſtival 
days; by giving the ſame marks in 4 
fpiriruat manner, of our zeal and reſpe& _ 
for her. Our old cloaths therefore, that 
is, out old habits of ſin will ſuit very ill 
with the folemnity of thofe days: rhe old 
man muſt be git off, with his afts, and the 
new man put on, who is created according ty 
God in juftice aud holineſs ; that ſo we may 
appear at the public ſervice of the 
Church, renezved in the ſpirit of the mind, as 
St. Paul ipeaks ; that is, adorned in ſoul, 
with ſanctifying grace: and ſo her feaſts 
will both be kept holy by us, and we 
TS thall be made holy by the keep- 5 
n 
he third and laft devotion I ſhall 
Fea of, is that of the Roſary, or Beads: 
which, whether we conſider the prayers 
whereof it is compoſed, or the method to 
de obſerved in the faying of them, will | 
appear not only profitable but admirable 
in its inſtitution : fince by means of it, if 
performed methodically and with atten- 
ton, the mind i is weekly carried through 
5 3 "FO 
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all the principal myſteries of man's re- 
demption; and has an opportunity of 
making as often an acknowledgment to 
Chriſt for all he has done and ſuffered for 
us: but there is alſo this peculiar advan- 
tage in it, that it is a devotion ſuited to 
all capacities and ſtates: for a traveller 
may perform it on the road, a labourer 
at his work, a tradeſman in his ſhop, a 
gentleman in his walks of pleaſure, and 
a ſick man confined to his bed; and even 
the moſt ignorant are as fully qualified for 
the performance of it, as the moi learned 
e 
If it. be objected, chat repeating the 
ſame prayer ſo often over is tedious, and 
apt to cauſe coldneſs and diſtraction in 
the mind, which ſtands in need of varie- 
zy to keep i it awake and attentive :; I an- 
fer that the coldneſs or diſtraction occa- 
Honed by repeating the ſame prayer often 
over, 15 either voluntary, or involuntary : 
if voluntary, then it is our own fault; 
and we have it in our power to correct it: 
if involuntary, then there is no fault at | 
all, nor harm done , for our prayers wall 
nevertheleſs have their full effect: how- 
ever, it is much to be feared, that this 
coldneſs, diſtraction, and tediouſreſs. in 
n the Tame prayer often OF 
proceeds 
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to the bleſſed Pirgin. 00 
proceeds moſtly, from our not being ſuf+ 
ficiently ſenſible of our neceſſities and 
wants. Do we not- ſee beggars in the 
ſtreets, ' repeating the ſame requeſt to all 
that paſs by over and over again from 
morning till night? For they ſtudy no 
variety: and yet, this repetition of the 
ſame form of words hinders not, but that 
they are very intent upon the bufinefs they 
are about; becauſe being heartily ſenfi- 
ble of their neceſſitous condition, they 
are never weary of deſiring and aſking a 
relief: in the ſame manner therefore, if 
we had as deep a ſenſe of the neceſſities 
of our ſouls, and as ęager a deſire to re- 
ceive a conſtant relief from heaven, as 
beggars have to receive an alms; we 
ſhould have no difficulty to aſk it fifty 
times over, with the ſame attention as 
once; nor ever grow weary of ſoliciting, 
tho? in the ſame form of words, to obtain 
chat which we never ceaſe to want. 
e they, who are enemies to beads, 

tell us, that in ſaying them, we pray ten 
times more to the bed 1 than to 
a God ; but this 1s 


ample... - 
5 mould or a requeR_i 
hands of any Perſon, and deſire him to 
THe | preſent 
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32 Of Deamon 
reſent it is me to the king; 1 aſk; - 


whether my chief requeſt be to him, 
whom TI employ to prefent it, or to the 
king to whom it is to be delivered: The 


queſtion anſwers itſelf. In like manner 
therefore, when we pray thus; haly: Mary 
Mother of God, pray for ns now, and it $4 


hour of our death, and repeat this ten times 
over; it is plain, that all we beg of the 


Bleſſed Virgin, i is to preſent our requeſts to 


Almighty God: fo that, altho* we addreſs 


outſelves immediately to her, our prayers 

are not only chiefly 50 Almighty God, 
but, to fpeak properly, to God alone; as 
the requeſt, J have ſpoken of, is made to 


_ the king alone, tho' another be deſired to 


deliver it to him; and in effect, we pray 
no otherwtſe to the Bleſſed Virgin, than we 
pray to one another, when we recom- 


mend ourſelves to the 9 of one ano- 
1 


It is | true, we call it nein » 
the bleſſed Virgin, and praying to the. 
Saints, —when we implore the aſſiſt- 


ance of their prayers; becauſe cuſ- 


tom, which is wholly arbitrary, has made 


it the common way of ſpeaking to call 
o: and if it were the cuſtom to call it 
Praying to one another, when we defire the 


Prayers of one another, the expreſſion 
"0 would 


io the bleſſed Prin. —” 33 


5 would be full as proper; and yet the 
thing would be the fame it is now: fo 


that ca Il it what you pleaſe, either praying 


10 the blefſed Virgin or praying the bleſſed Firs 
giu, the meaning is no other, than that 


we deſire her to pray with us, and for us; 
to join her prayers with ours; to be a fel- 


low-petitioner with us; abd, in a word, 


to preſent our petitions to God to ren- 


der them more acceptable to him. 


Which alſo fully anſwers the common 1 


frivolous objection; viz. that ve are all 
commanded to come to Chriſt : for if this text 


forbids gur deſiring the bei Virgin ta 


pray for us, it like wiſe forbids our deſiring 


the prayers of one another; which is ab- 
turd, 1 anſwer therefore, that by defir- 


is the ble Virgiu to pray with us, 
for us * Cbri, we not only come 
| bo him ourſelves, but we alſo engage his 
bleſſed Mather to came with us; fince it is 
plain, whatever form of wards we uſe ta 
implore her interceſſion, it is plain, I fay, 
that all the defires of aur heart are di- 
rected to God; that our confidence of 
obtaining grace and falvation is wholly 
in God ; that all our expectation is from 

God through Je Chrift : finally, that 


we roi more of the bleſſed Virgin, 


| mn 
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than we dall defire of one anotlier, vx. 


the aſſiſtance of her prayers. 


Now ſuppoſe wWe do this fifty times a 
day, by repeating ſo often the angelical. 
ſalutation (which we call, laying! a pair of, 
beads ;) ſuppoſe, I ſay, we do this fifty 
times a day, or oftener, is it not ſo er | 
the better? For fince, to defire the pray- 


ers of others is a mark of humility, and 
a tacit acknowledgment that we have # 


greater opinion of their virtue than of 


our. own; it is (tilt a mark of a ee 


humility, to repeat this requeſt often 


and therefore if it be good to ray: 


once, holy Mary, pray for us; there can be 


no exception made againſt the frequent 


repetition of it. This I am ſure of, that 
to deny the lawfulneſs. of defiring a 


ſhare in the prayers of the bleſſed Virgin, 
and at the ſame time to allow the lawful- 
_ heſs of defiring ſinners upon earth to pray 


for us, is a manifeſt cantradiction to com- 
mon e... | 
We are therefore bound to bleſs God 
for not having been brought up in an 
error, which would deprive us of the be- 


nefit of having ſo glorious a Saint in hea- 


ven, to intercede for us, For whether 
we conſider the eminent graces which 
+ 5 has ſo erty beſtowed upon her, 
or 
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or r the exact fidelity, with which ſhe cor- 
reſponded to all his graces; we cannot 
but regard her as a perſon ſo acceptable 
to God, that he will refuſe her nothing 
ſhe ſhall aſk of him for the good of our 
ſouls. Then again, when we confider 
that ſhe has carried him, who is goodneſs 
and mercy itſelf, for nine months together 
in her womb; and that ſhe always carried 
him in her heart, as the ſole object of her 
love; we cannot. but conclude, that ſhe 
herſelf has received, in all that time, ſo 
ample a portion of thoſe virtues; that it 
is to do her the greateſt injuſtice, not to 
regard her as a moſt merciful and tender 
mother to all thoſe, - who ſtand in need 
of, and cry out to her. for her aſſiſtance. 
| Theſe then are the grounds upon 
which our devotion to the bleſſed Virgin is 
built; theſe are the reaſons why we ſo 
often importune her to pray for us. If 
they who blame us for it, either think her 
not charitable enough to intereſt her- 
ſelf in our behalf; or not powerful 
enough to obtain any thing for us; 
or perhaps think themſelves to have 
as good an intereſt with Chrift, as his 
bleſjed Mother; let us, at leaſt, be far 


from entertaining either ſo mean an 


opinion of her, or ſo proud an one of 
ourſelves : let us acknowledge her to be 
| the 
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the Abther of mercy; and, of all creatures, 
the moſt acceptable to God: let us alſo 
' own the unworthineſs of our prayers : and 
therefore fince, on'the one hand, we have 
no hopes of ſalvation but from the pure 
goodneſs of God, through the mediation 
of Jeſus Chrift ; and are ſenſible, on the 
other, that by the multitude and grievouſ- 
nefs of our fins, we have deſerved to be 
rejected by him; let us never ceaſe to 
importune the bleſſed Mother of God to in- 
tercede for us, that we may find mercy 
at his hands ; norever paſs a day without 
offering to ber, from time to time, this 
ort but excellent prayer: Holy Maury, 
Morſer of God; pray for us finners, 10W, and | 
14 tde hour oF our death. a b ED 


» x 5 
42 4 
% A 


